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Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-2631

Cell Phone Number:  319-651-1299
www.choralemidwest.org
Chorale Midwest Mission Statement

To provide cultural enrichment, educational inspiration, and community recognition through choral arts.

Chorale Midwest Vision Statement

To perform inspirational and innovative concert programs

at the highest artistic level.

To enrich and expand the cultural/musical experience of our audience.

To create an environment where the passion and spirit

of choral music can thrive.

Board of Directors

Joel Otto           
President

TBD

       
Vice-President/President-Elect

Nancy Lackner         
Treasurer

Kathryn Hersey       Secretary

    Sheryl Stanley          Publicity

Erv Mussman  
Music Librarian/Historian

Sue Harwood
Membership/Social
Greg Smith
Member-At-Large

Todd Glidden
Member-At-Large
Webmaster
Terri Thayer
Board meetings are held once a month (or as announced). All Chorale members are welcome to attend.

Nominations for Board members may be made by any current Chorale member (those who have paid dues for the current year). Elections are held at the first rehearsal in April and all current Chorale members may participate in the elections. Each Board member shall serve a two year term.  Newly elected Board members will assume their duties at the beginning of the next fiscal year, July 15.

Music Staff
Dr. Brad Barrett
Artistic Director
Kelly Truax
Accompanist
Laura Behrens
Instrumental Liaison

Sue Mollman
CD Liaison

General Information
Auditions

· Auditions (Interviews) for the existing membership of Chorale Midwest will be at the discretion of the Director. Auditions for prospective members are held before the first rehearsal every season.
· Special auditions for selection of soloists and small ensembles are at the discretion of the Director.
Dues/Music Fee
· Member dues are $100.00 ($75.00 dues; $25.00  end-of-year celebration) per fiscal year payable by September 15th or two weeks following acceptance into Chorale Midwest.  (Members will be provided the opportunity to purchase year end celebration passes for spouse / friend for additional $25.00.)
· Chamber Singer dues are $25.00 per fiscal year payable by September 15th or two weeks following acceptance into Chamber Singers.
· If payment in full is not possible due to financial considerations, payments may be made in installments. Please use the form on the last page of your handbook to apply for financial considerations.  Nancy Lackner, our Treasurer will accept the completed forms.  All applications will be kept in the strictest confidence.
Music

· Music will be purchased by the chorale or will be borrowed. It is very important that you only use PENCIL to make any marks in your music. Do not use highlighters or highlighting tape in borrowed music. The member will be responsible for the replacement cost of any borrowed music that is not returned.
· A black folder is REQUIRED for all performances. A folder may be purchased/ordered at most music stores or online at the member’s cost.  Folders may be ordered through our treasurer.
· Memorization of at least two choral selections is expected for each concert.  The Artistic Director will announce the selections to be memorized at the beginning of the rehearsal series for each concert.

Attendance

· Attendance at rehearsals is mandatory.  Contact the President/vice president/secretary/section leader and/or director by phone or email prior to the rehearsal to be missed in cases of illness or emergency (319-651-1299).  Members should contact other section members prior to the next rehearsal for music markings and any assignments.   

· If chronic absences become apparent coordination with the Board and Director will be required before you may return to rehearsals or perform in the next concert.

· The dress rehearsal for the concert is mandatory. In the event of an unavoidable conflict, special arrangements need to be made with the director or you will not be allowed to sing on the concert.

· Vocal technique lessons begin at 6:15 pm (or 1:15 pm for afternoon rehearsals) in the choir room. Attendance is optional. However, if you choose not to attend, you are responsible for your own vocal warm-up.

General Expectation
· Members are expected to perform for an entire season.  Coordination with the Artistic Director and the Board are required prior to the member’s return to Chorale Midwest.

· Members are expected to mark their music and spend time between rehearsals to learn their part, per the Artistic Director’s rehearsal instructions.

· In addition to committing to excellence in vocal and choral performance, each member is expected to contribute to the financial well-being and operation of Chorale Midwest.

· The Board will establish revenue goals prior to each season.  Each member is expected to generate an equal share of overall revenue goal.

· The intent of the Board is to establish sufficient revenue generation opportunities (ticket sales, fundraising events, SCRIP, etc.) that members are not expected to meet revenue goals out of their own pockets.
· The Board will establish and maintain standing committees, and may, from time-to-time, establish ad-hoc committees.  Members are expected to actively serve on a committee or the Board at least once every three years.
Perfume/Cologne

· Several of our members are sensitive (mildly allergic to completely intolerant) to fragrances. It makes it difficult to rehearse and sing when you cannot breathe correctly. Please be courteous of your neighbors – DO NOT WEAR perfume or cologne at rehearsals or performances. (This includes scented lotions, hair products, etc.)
Concert Attire

· Women: A black, ankle length or longer, long sleeved (or three-quarter sleeve) dress or skirt and blouse, black hose (no off-black or near-black) and black shoes. The neckline of the dress/blouse should be modestly cut (no cleavage showing). Please keep jewelry to a minimum.  These are preferences and every effort should be made to wear the required dress.  However if height or finances are a problem a mid-calf dress or skirt will be accepted.
· Men: A black tuxedo, white shirt, black cummerbund, black bow tie, black socks, and black shoes.
Performance/Rehearsal Areas
· Do not move any item in the sanctuary of First Lutheran Church without express permission from one of the officers. This includes kneeling pads, railings, lectern stands and microphones. If something needs to be moved, ask before you move it.
· No food or drinks in the sanctuary. 
· Water bottles are allowed in the choir room but need to have a closable top; no cups or mugs that can be tipped over and spilled.
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NUMBER OF MONTHS REQUIRED TO PAY DUES IN FULL

OR, AMOUNT ABLE TO PAY EACH MONTH
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DATE
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